are usually approached as a homogenous, impersonal group. The focus on their internal splits, differences in the social status is a rare thing; one exception is studies on individuals, with men of religious authority or heretics enjoying the greatest interest. 3 The role of Jews in the Commonwealth's economic life is appreciated and described in detail, whilst on the other hand, the names of Jewish merchants, bankers, leaseholders or publicans are merely unknown to us, and there is nothing we could say of their private lives. And yet the question of who they were, and what the drivers were that appeared crucial to their economic success, seems interesting. However, to give an answer is not easy. This is due to the condition of the extant sources; a majority of the materials concerning the Jews are documents produced by the Christian authorities: there are no private Jewish archives surviving, and there are virtually no ego-documents that we could make use of. The Christian sources describe the Jews from the standpoint of external observers, most of the pieces of information therein comprised regarding economic contacts, and nothing beyond. It has moreover to be borne in mind that in the period in question, Jews did not use surnames: the Polish-language sources describe them by their 'fi rst' names and a cognomen formed from the father's name, which renders the research on individuals even more diffi cult. With such a base at hand, it is very hard to describe the daily lives of Jewish merchants, leaseholders or innkeepers -a task deliverable only for some groups. The best graspable are exponents of the Jewish economic elite, the richest members of Jewish communities, whoowing to their large-scale businesses conducted with the Christian community -not only made appreciable fortunes but also earned a high social standing. The crucial thing for the historian, however, is that their close contacts with their Christian partners caused that a relatively considerable number of source documents concerning those Jews have been preserved. Still, no private archival resources or ego-documents are available for them, either.
The notion of economic elite is relative, and calls for a more precise defi nition. On the grounds of the existing sociological and historical studies, especially those focused on the West-European Hofjuden, 4 I have assumed the following determinants of 'elite': a disparate (i.e. privileged) legal and social position, close contacts with the centre of the political and economic authorities; affl uence; and, a degree of acculturation. Since my present analysis focuses on the economic elites, the determinations such as descent and educational background, otherwise traditional for the Jewish community, remain beyond the scope of interest and defi nition. Within it are, defi nitely, individuals that formed the economic elite, but developing a prosopographic study is not the objective of my considerations. The arguments following below ought rather to be approached as a collection of case studies, presenting the histories of several Jewish potentates who originated from the royal as well as magnate agents' milieus. The following issues, considered in their long duration, are subject to my analysis: career routes, strategies of activity, and styles of life. I have limited my considerations to the area of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (hereafter: GDL), since certain differences in the legal system and social structure caused that the Jews in GDL found it easier than in the Crown to develop their careers in a Christian environment. 5 The source base used for the present purpose is formed of documents produced by the royal chancellery, courthouse records and materials from magnate archives. 6 Prior to embarking on a detailed analysis, two issues require being refl ected upon: the numerical force of the group being described, and the sense of identity of its members.
The population in question was small in number, and the lifestyle of its members proved untypical against the Jews populating GDL. 7 To precisely defi ne how many members there were is diffi cult. that not all the documents were entered in the Metrica; moreover, it is completely impossible to determine how numerous the group of so-called magnate agents was; their activities became particularly signifi cant in the eighteenth century.
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It is very hard to tell whether members of the economic elite had a sense of belonging to a separate social group. However, this inclusivity was only reinforced by a well-thought-out matrimonial policy -otherwise, a seemingly unsatisfactory factor. An excellent example is offered by the Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowicz family, to which the most infl uential seventeenth-century royal agents were born.
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Their preferred option was marriages among close relatives: uncles would marry nieces; matrimonies also happened between cousins. Marriages of this sort are admitted by the Jewish religious law, but tend to be a rare occurrence, particularly in the Ashkenazi circle. Endogamic wedlock was also practised in the milieu of Christian economic elites of the contemporary Europe -a peculiar way of investmentmaking, applied to prevent divisions of the ancestral property. The in-family matrimonial policy was applied possibly because the Jewish economic elite in GDL was scarce, to the extent that the Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowiczs would not be able to fi nd the deserving partners for their daughters; the other reason might be that they did not have contacts with the West-European Jewish economic elites. The Ickowicz brothers, Jewish potentates who in the eighteenth century collaborated with the Radziwiłł family, adhered to a different matrimonial strategy: through a suitably matched marriage, they sought to establish contacts with the international Jewish economic elite.
II LEGAL AND SOCIAL STATUS
The unique legal position was one of the major, external determinants of membership in the Jewish economic elitist group. The legal status was formally altered upon issuance of a privilege. The royal and magnate agents both formed groups that were internally much diversifi ed. Among members of the former were, for instance, the royal secretaries Łazarz Mojżeszowicz and Heliasz Izaakowicz. 13 The most infl uential magnate agents received offi cial functions and titles within the magnate estates: Szmoyła Ickowicz was appointed Cashier (Treasurer) General for the estate of Anna Radziwiłł, née Sanguszko.
14 The basic responsibilities the royal and lordly factors were tasked with was providing supplies to the royal/magnate courts; this activity was combined with public or private income lease-holding. Those Jews who received the offi cial title of royal agent were transferred under the exclusive royal jurisdiction (thus becoming put in a different position than their fellow brothers who were subject to royal offi cials' jurisdiction), received the right to get settled in the country's entire territory, including in the towns where the de non tolerandis Judaeis privilege was in force. They were also granted a number of economic privileges, such as exemptions from taxes, customs duties and any other duties and obligations.
A number of customary laws were also related to the royal agent title -not specifi ed in the charters, and often inconsistent with the binding regulations. I should like at this point to draw the attention to the privileges, extensively applied in GDL, that directly informed the development of the careers of Jewish potentates. The right to own a land comes fi rst. Transferral of the perpetual right to a grange or a life leasehold was regarded as a sort of gratuity paid out of the state treasury. This is how Jews most frequently turned into owners of farms that had before then belonged to the ' Magnate agents also enjoyed a unique legal status; it is diffi cult, though, to determine all the rights vested in this particular group. Such persons functioned, in most cases, at magnate courts based on the custom, not always reinforced by a legal document; it should not be neglected that not all the magnate courts functioned according to exactly the same rules; thus, the functions and the position of Jews within them were, accordingly, diverse. However, once the formal appointment took place, they were usually granted the rights commensurable with those of Jewish royal agents. Magnate agents were exclusively subject to their magnate patron's jurisdiction; they could count on economic facilitations, and were benefi ciaries of a number of additional privileges, such as residing in treasury houses, settling in places banned to the other Jews, the right to possess a land, and the symbolic right to use an ensign featuring the magnate coat-of-arms. personal contacts with their court, reciprocally enjoying assistance in various tough situations. 19 The custom of issuing safe-conducts to Jews has already been mentioned. Favouritism was a very important factor in contacts and confl icts with third parties. In lawsuits, Christian patrons took responsibility for their Jewish clients, which in practice meant that Jews would not appear as defendants or plaintiffs in person: instead, their patrons would do the task. 20 There is no need to argue that the position of Jewish magnate or royal agents appearing at courts under a magnate's custody was defi nitely stronger than in the case of individuals that could not enjoy such backing. The Jews and the magnates had shared interests. Their service relationships often gained a personal dimension. Jewish agents exchanged extensive correspondence with their Christian patrons, predominantly focusing on fi nancial operations. Important family events were mentioned in those letters as well: illnesses, travels, removals. The frequency at which letters were exchanged and the fact that when a Jew did not respond, his patron would be disturbed -as seemingly best exemplifi ed by the body of correspondence between the Ickowicz brothers and Anna Radziwiłł -attest a familiarity between the correspondents. Letters were exchanged quite frequently, with a variety of problems touched upon. Should Ickowicz, for instance, not have sent a prompt 19 The scholars have hitherto categorised royal agents into two groups: (1) titular agents, who maintained no contacts with the court and took advantage of their granted title only in order to receiving tax exemptions or the right to perform a forbidden trade; and (2) real agents, staying permanently and personally in touch with the royal court. It seems, though, that the character of the extant source material would not enable us to actually reconfi rm this categorisation. reply to Duchess Radziwiłł, she would have expressed a concern about her agent's health. 21 In some cases, the close and direct contacts had an external dimension to them, with the Jew being allowed to have his lord's ensign displayed at his market-stall. 22 Apart from the heightened legal status, of importance is the elevation of the social status of royal and magnate agents, which was visible in the Christian society as well as within the Jewish community. The Jews who cooperated with the state treasury became offi cial representatives of the public authorities. Leaseholders and publicans decided for themselves what fees should be credited to the treasury, and who might be exempted from tax. The responsibilities of customs-house administrators included payment of salaries out of customs proceeds to various treasury offi cials. 23 Upon leasing out a customs house, collection of liquor taxes or table-land income, the treasurer (podskarbi) undertook to exercise legal care over the leaseholder, and to assist him also in the name of other Commonwealth authorities. 24 An analogous position was enjoyed by Jewish leaseholders of municipal income: in most cases, apart from overseeing the manufacture of alcoholic beverages, they would manage the City Scales, which enabled them to control the operations of Christian merchants. 25 The broad use of the assignation system, which consisted in disbursing cash to third persons, on behalf of the magnate, enabled them to turn into offi cial representatives of the magnate authority, acting in multiple situations in the name of their patrons, most of which covered paying of 21 26 General factors enjoyed a special position; in some cases, they would have the right to exercise jurisdiction over the servile people. 27 An external sign of elevated social status was the manner the Jewish agents were addressed: they were called 'Dear Sir' [Szanowny Pan]; the letters they received, especially from petty nobles, were written in an abject style.
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Members of the Jewish economic elites had a somewhat different legal standing within their own community as well. They ranked among the most affl uent members of the Jewish society, and formed the last, and most privileged, group of taxpayers. This gave them the right to make decisions regarding the distribution of taxes and election of community authorities; they had it much easier to receive their hazakah (the compulsory permit issued by religious communities for conduct of business operations); and, the so-called sumptuary laws were not pertinent to them. 29 Those best merited for the communities were described in the Jewish sources as the ‫קצין‬ (Kazin) -a title attached only to individuals of high social position.
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But their position was somewhat ambiguous, they were criticised by men of religious authority, and excessive assimilation into the Christian environment was imputed to them. 31 The solicitous performance of the latifundium duties, taking over the power in the kahals within the estates they had taken on lease caused sharp confl icts with their fellow-brothers; this issue will be resumed further on. 
III HOW THEIR CAREERS DEVELOPED
The Jews formed in the Commonwealth one of the few almost completely literate social groups; most of them were also basically skilled in economy. The conduct of a business was facilitated by their mobility, simultaneous performance of several professions (a typical combination being commerce and income/estate leasehold or, less often, crafts), and economic activities founded upon an effi cient network of relatives and associates. 33 Consequently
We know relatively most on where they resided and what their geographic origin was. Some of the families of the royal agents herein described came from Western Europe -the examples being the Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowicz and Szpeyer families, the latter being eighteenth-century royal agents. The former arrived in the GDL territory from Prague and Frankfurt am Main, probably in the second half of the sixteenth century. 34 The Szpeyers fi rst appeared in the eastern boundaries of GDL in the former half of the eighteenth century; it seems that their settlement in Mohylev ought to be related with the emigrations of members of economic elite families from the German Reich to the east, as observed in the earlier studies. 35 It is diffi cult to unambiguously determine, in either case, which generation settled in the Commonwealth managed to attain a high social position. Most of the royal agents known to us dwelled in large royal cities: the title was most frequently received, especially in the seventeenth century, by citizens of Vilna, which seems fair enough due to the town's capital functions and the royal court that temporarily 33 Aust, 'Commercial Cosmopolitans', 254. 34 resided there. 36 However, in the eighteenth century, the geographic background of royal agents was more diverse. Appointments were increasingly received by residents of Grodno, the fact that ought to be seen in the context of the town's increased signifi cance and its new functions as the location for the sejms (diets) to hold their sessions. 37 Characteristic of the eighteenth century were also bestowals to the Jews dwelling in small towns belonging to the royal table lands, especially those situated in the northern parts of GDL, which was probably connected with the increased commercial importance of the Königsberg seaport. 38 It seems that magnate agents would usually get settled as close as practicable to the major magnate domiciles. 39 A high position was attained also by Jews dwelling at the locations of importance to economic development of the latifundia, such as river ports, from which rafting to the most important commercial centres was organised. 40 Much less is known to us regarding to social background of agents. In many cases, the high position was transferred generation to generation, a process that was evident particularly in the seventeenth and in the fi rst half of the eighteenth century. The seventeenth-century 36 Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowicz and Ajzykowicz families may serve as an example, along with those of the eighteenth century -the Gordon and Szpeyer families. 41 However, some Jewish potentates active in the eighteenth century would not build their careers upon their ancestors' capitals -the Ickowicz brothers or Kochman Izaakowicz, the royal agent in Grodno. 42 We know very little on the educational standard of the Jewish royal and magnate agents. They gained their basic economic and, plausibly, linguistic skills by practising under the guidance of their fathers. 43 Some of the royal agents also received a secular education. The group under analysis includes doctors studying at foreign universities. 44 The contemporary religious authors reprimanded members of the economic elites for their promoting of secular education of children. 45 Members of the group under research had certainly been through a basic religious instruction. It may be supposed that royal agents coming from renowned rabbinical families studied also in higher religious schools. On considering the issue of social descent, the question should be asked about how the economic elite related to the rabbinate elite. Being born to a known rabbinical family could facilitate the development of one's career, since the relatives dwelling in various places were the excellent prospective partners in business. This problem is however diffi cult to investigate, due to the specifi city of the extant sources. We usually do not know the Jewish names of elite members, which would enable to identify the persons in Jewish sources. It is hard to hypothesise based on individual instances; as shown by the sources, members of known rabbinate families were active in the milieu of Jewish economic elites. It is not known, though, whether this phenomenon was typical or resulted from a purposeful policy of the families; similarly, no differences are identifi able between the seventeenth and eighteenth century. It is only known that Heliasz Ajzykowicz, a royal agent active in the latter half of the seventeenth century, was born to the known rabbinical family of Shorr. 47 In spite of his unorthodox views, Yekutiel Gordon developed his rabbinical career, but the fact that his activity is known to us only from the Jewish sources, for a change (and we do not know his Polish cognomen) makes it impossible to determine the exact degree of relationship between him and bearers of the surname Gordon that are known from the Polish sources. 48 In most cases, the conferment of the title of royal or magnate agent came as the crowning of the earlier long-lasting cooperation of the Jewish individual with the kingdom or court treasury. For such career to be initiated, indispensable were his economic skills whose The Jewish economic elites in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania importance was all the higher that the Commonwealth's treasury system had no permanent administration. State taxation was administered in GDL by the Treasurer who dealt with the collection or leased the proceeds, through his hired offi cials. When it came to leasing, the principle of tendering procedure was at work: the contract would be signed with the individual who had offered the highest amount. Such solutions have prevented the evolvement of a group of treasury administration professionals: the team tasked with such responsibilities would be replaced together with the Treasurer. Collaboration with the treasury was of special importance in career development in the seventeenth century, which is well illustrated by the careers of the Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowicz brothers, or Hirsz Izraelowicz, who leased state income some dozen years before getting offi cially appointed. 49 In the eighteenth century, the increasingly frequent reason for appointment of royal agents was the Jewish individual's earlier commercial operations. This is visible particularly in the appointments made by Augustus II immediately after the Northern War ended. 50 It is plausible that those Jews who received their appointments in the early eighteenth century had started collaborating with the king during the war, providing supplies to the army. Well-educated Jewish physicians also tended to be employed at the royal court.
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Magnate patronage was of importance for the development of royal agents' careers. Magnate wardens were usually helpful in establishing the fi rst contacts with the royal court, using the Jews as agents in operating state leaseholds, and supporting them in their striving for promotion with the royal court. 53 The family of Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowicz clearly shows the importance of contacts with the Lithuanian magnates, as well as how the careers of Jewish agents were associated with the political careers of their Christian patrons. Mojżesz Łazarowicz and his sons were appointed royal agents at the moment Krzysztof Radziwiłł, one of their magnate patrons, got reconciled with the court and resume active political activity.
54
Similar processes were also observable in the eighteenth century, a good example being the Gordon family, whose careers were based on their cooperation with the Ogiński family.
55
One fi nds it more diffi cult to determine the drivers behind the careers of magnates' agents. This title was primarily given to general leaseholders of magnate estates, who often pursued, in parallel, a commercial activity, providing supplies to the courts of their magnate patrons; artisans working for the court would be appointed an agent with a magnate less often. Decisive for the promotion was a personal 53 Also the Christian nobility could enjoy promotions owing to their cooperation with magnate courts; for more on the importance of the contacts between nobles and magnates for the development of noblemen's careers, cf. Pośpiech and Tygielski, 'The Social Role', 85-9. 54 Cieśla, 'Łazarz Mojżeszowicz', 14. On the political activity of Krzysztof Radziwiłł, cf. Urszula Augustyniak, Dwór i klientela Krzysztofa Radziwiłła . Mechanizmy patronatu (Warsaw, 2001), 14-27. 55 Cieśla, 'The Jewish Economic Elite', 503. It is also known that Mojżesz Beniamin Szpeyer was a collaborator of Jerzy Jan Sapieha (Vilniaus Universiteto Biblioteka [hereafter VUB], 59/6, pp. 3-4), whereas Kochman Izaakowicz was a protégé of Antoni Kazimierz Sapieha (LMAB, 139, no. 1841).
contact with the protector, along with fi nancial abilities and success in the business they conducted, as well as long-standing cooperation and, possibly, the magnate's individual likings.
The development of the careers of members of Jewish economic elites was also facilitated by the peculiar position they enjoyed within the Jewish community and in the Christian environment. In describing the bonds between members of the Jewish economic elite and various social groups, in terms of cliental ties, the former group ought to be ascribed the function of so-called brokers. 56 They most often were patrons of their own cliental network, composed of a number of Jewish and, less often, Christian associates who offered services to their Christian carers through their Jewish patrons. 57 As part of such arrangements, Jewish agents became holders of remarkable incomes and of certain privileges stipulated for royal or magnate court's closest collaborators. This arrangement was quite advantageous also from the standpoint of the royal or magnate court, since the Jews who offered a cooperation managed a network of well-qualifi ed co-operators who, by agency of their Jewish patron, contributed to an economic success.
It remains but a supposition that an earlier involvement with Jewish religious-community authorities was possibly an additional factor facilitating the commencement of a career in the Christian environment. It was a frequent practice in GDL that general leaseholds of proceeds were transferred to the kahal authorities, which subsequently leased out parts thereof. By signing on behalf of the religious community a contract for such lease, the kahal representative 57 The detailed number of co-operators of the Jewish magnate or royal agents is diffi cult to estimate. Indicative of this volume are the Ickowicz brothers. After Szmoyła Ickowicz was accused of betrayal and misappropriation of Radziwiłł's money, fi fty-three persons were imprisoned, all Szmoyła's family members and his closest associates, cf. AR, vii, 707, 'Specifi catyon of the Jews taken to custody', 15 July 1745. Also, cf. the correspondence between Szmoyła Ickowicz and Anna Radziwiłł, née Sanguszko, with the latter frequently requesting the former for settling matters with the Jews who also worked on the court's order; NIAB, fond 694, op. 3, sect. 28.
gained the opportunity to establish contacts in the court milieu and simultaneously to build his own cliental network, which was enormously helpful for the development of his own career.
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A career path in the Christian environment was the case with only few. It happened that not all the brothers and cousins working for one family business succeeded in gaining so high a social position. The Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowicz family serves as an excellent example: of the three brothers -Samuel, Łazarz and Jonasz -only Łazarz succeeded in winning the title of royal secretary. Samuel's son, Pinkas, who was active at that same time, was not even nominated as a royal agent. 59 Clearly, those who attained the highest positions not only had to display adequate skills or capitals but also character traits that enabled them to have a career in a culturally alien and not always friendly environment. It may only be speculated what features they had to display: mind and wit, adaptability to situations, aptitude for learning, good interpersonal and communication skills, stubbornness and resoluteness were certainly among them.
IV STRATEGIES OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY
Members of the Jewish economic elites usually acted as administrators managing fair-sized enterprises, dealing with lease of proceeds and estates, commerce, as well as banking. Lease of state incomes was the basis of the economic operations of royal agents. There was no permanent treasury apparatus functioning in the Commonwealth; state proceeds were leased. Due to their economic skills and ability to mobilise capitals at a fast pace, Jews in GDL monopolised the leaseholds of state incomes; the phenomenon appears typical to the seventeenth century and the fi rst half of the eighteenth century. In most cases, they took over customs duties on lease, and many a time contracted for lease of taxes on manufacture and sale of liquors (czopowe [liquor excise tax] and szelężne [tax paid by burghers, at 10 per cent of the amount of liquor they have sold]). The largest potentates succeeded in simultaneously receiving the leases of several 58 For the importance of leaseholds given away to the kahal authorities, cf. AR, xxiii, 135/6, pp. 86-9. 59 Cieśla, 'Łazarz Mojżeszowicz', 13. various taxes; Łazarz Mojżeszowicz was a rather exceptional case, as in the middle of seventeenth century he held most of GDL's treasury incomes on lease. 60 The sources have also recorded individual cases of general leaseholds -i.e. such which extended to all the GDL's customs-based incomes. 61 More frequently, however, did the royal agents lease a single type of tax within a specifi ed territory -e.g. one of the customs houses or the czopowe and szelężne for a given county (powiat). It happened that leases of this sort were held for quite a long time.
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The magnate and royal agents also dealt with commerce. This area grew particularly important for the latter when in the second half of the seventeenth century a ban was launched on provision of state leaseholds to Jews. Through their close trading contacts with Königsberg and Riga, Jewish merchants provided to the Prussian market animal hides, hemp, porcine hair and wax, and imported thence fabrics and spices to supply the magnate courts and the royal court with. These activities made them even stronger attached to the magnates of GDL.
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The magnate or royal patronage was quite of importance for the development of the careers of the Jewish economic elites. In order to achieve the best results practicable, the Jews endeavoured to ensure a double protection for themselves. In most cases, royal agents were 60 Ibidem, 15 f. 61 also close collaborators of magnates. The magnate favouritism was of importance not only at the verge of their careers but also later on, as it provided an extra security in case of any misfortune. A magnate agent would normally cooperate with several magnate families, as perfectly illustrated by the Ickowicz brothers who partnered both the Radziwiłłs and the Czartoryskis. 64 Business was most often done through a network of associates, most of whom were sorted by the family key. Parents, wives, adult children, and cousins were all involved in business operations. Responsibilities in most cases were distributed in a specifi c way between the father and his sons, or among the brothers. This is excellently illustrated by the case of Mojżesz Łazarowicz, who would assign performance of a variety of tasks to his sons. 65 The active involvement of the wives was of great importance, particularly in the conduct of wide-ranging fi nancial operations. Women many a time replaced their husbands when they were away; this practice, which was decisive about the family business's economic success, has been attested by Adam Teller, who uses the example of the wives of the Ickowicz brothers. With the whole family involved, the enterprise increased its competitive edge against its Christian counterparts, as the costs of its operations were reduced and unlimited availability and fl exibility guaranteed. 66 It sometimes proved necessary to complement the family network by Christian partners, but the available source materials shows that the Christians only performed auxiliary functions in the Jewish enterprises. 67 Family businesses applied a number of methods in order to earn the best possible economic results. Most Jewish entrepreneurs endeavoured to build a possibly most effi cient network of contacts, which would cover the entire country. The detailed studies devoted to the Łazarowicz-Mojżeszowicz family have shown that the members of this clan were sent to work in various commercial hubs of GDL. 68 It may be supposed that the Jewish magnate and royal agents also created international contact networks; the condition of the extant sources would not allow to confi rm this hypothesis, though.
V EVERYDAY LIFE
The daily life of the Jewish economic elites is the most interesting aspect, but is the hardest to present; it is only re-constructible in an outline. Certain elements of nobility's lifestyle were taken over by them; whilst not specifi c to the Jews, the phenomenon took a different course, and implied different consequences. Affl uent burghers ended up becoming part of the nobility estate, on a more or less formal basis. 69 With the Jewish elite, we can only speak of an adaptation and modifi cation of certain cultural patterns; this process bore fruit in the formation of a peculiar subculture which resulted from a combination of elements of traditional Jewish culture and the most attractive, outward elements of noble culture, such as the dwelling and dressing style.
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A long-standing cooperation with the royal and/or magnate court and economic activities enabled the Jews, in a different scope, to amass a considerable fortune. Capitals were in most cases invested in real properties -tenement houses in towns, suburban granges, manors. 71 It seems that Łazarz Mojżeszowicz was one of the largest Jewish potentates in the history of GDL: as of 1661, he estimated his assets at "eleven one-hundred-fold thousand seven thousand eight-hundredand-sixty zloty", that is, 1,107,860 zloty. 72 Also the Jews collaborating with magnates succeeded in amassing appreciable substance; the Ickowicz brothers are a good example: they had eighteen real estates in Slutsk alone. The wealth of these brothers is attested by a preserved inventory of their movables, where the number and the quality of the entered objects goes much higher above the middling nobility's standard. 73 The Jewish potentates' lifestyle was very mobile; they visited fairs and kermises in the whole of Eastern Europe, inspected the leased estates, and paid visits to their patrons' courts. 74 They usually owned houses and manors across the country, but established their main residences in larger towns. We know very little of what those abodes looked like and how they were equipped. The Ickowicz brothers' inventories offer us a few details, but this source is specifi c, as it was compiled as piece of evidence for use in a trial on misappropriation of Hieronim-Florian Radziwiłł's money. What those inventories have primarily recorded is valuable objects, whereas the furniture or, say, daily necessities of lesser value, are completely neglected.
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It is easy to jump on this basis to conclusions regarding the wealth or lifestyle. The inventories take record of expensive ornaments: mirrors, carpets, candelabra; 76 fabrics and carpets embellished with Oriental motives, typical to the period, were certainly part of the amenities. 77 Sets of silver dishes ornamented with precious stones, arms -cold steel (sabres) and fi rearms, horses, carts and cabs draw one's attention as well. 78 The Ickowiczs' manor also housed an impressive book collection -totalling over a thousand of recorded volumes -which was used in their private synagogue. 79 The Ickowiczs' realty inventories enable one to infer that clothes were worn in those places according to the binding fashion. Christian apparels were in use; outfi ts described in the inventories as Jewish were worn less often, probably only at high days. Astonishingly, however, and contrary to the earlier research, these garments were very colourful. 80 The inventories also mention considerable amounts of jewellery and richly embellished women's headgears. 81 occur in this milieu in the period under discussion. 82 Representatives of the elites were active members of Jewish religious communities, particularly in the seventeenth century; some of them held community offi ces, primarily as parnas (community head) or shtadlan (offi cial community representatives). 83 Thanks to the intercession of infl uential royal agents, much benefi cial privileges were often successfully gained for the communities. 84 Such agents also held functions in highranking Jewish autonomy bodies -the Lithuanian Wa'ad, inheriting them, in some cases, within their families for several decades.
85 They conducted extensive foundational activity, supporting the construction of synagogues, sponsoring their furnishings and supporting the development of religious studies. 86 The Jewish elites' attitude to the communities somewhat changed in the eighteenth century, the example of Szmoyła and Gedal Ickowicz offering a good illustration of the process. In spite of their attachment to religion, their religious activities were no more confi ned within the existing communities. The Ickowiczs used the kahals instrumentally, endeavouring through the control over the communities to achieve additional income and to improve their social position by purchasing rabbinate offi ces for their sons-in-law. Confl icts arousing from this were a frequent thing. 87 It also seems that being appointed royal agent was in the eighteenth century a means to solve in-kahal confl icts. It is striking that some individuals who gained the nomination from Augustus II and Augustus III were rabbis who endeavoured thereby to strengthen their own position in their kahals. Being granted the title implied, moreover, their release from the responsibility for the kahal's debts. 88 It seems that the religious needs of Jewish eighteenth-century potentates were satisfi ed in smaller communities. As is known, the Ickowiczs maintained a private synagogue at their manorial estate in Slutsk; it was richly furnished, with a library of more than a thousand books amassed. 89 The popularity of heresies and religious novelties among the Jewish economic elites remains open to debate. Their contemporary orthodoxy guardians accused the affl uent Jews of sympathising with the Sabbatean heresy. 90 The example of Yekutiel Gordon, who was charged with propagation of Sabbatainist views, seems to confi rm these accusations, but a premise like this is too faint to formulate any well-informed hypothesis upon. The Hasidic tradition has preserved a story on Szmoyła Ickowicz's contacts with
